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Article Summary and Reflection
Part 1: Summary of the Article
The article “Bottom-Up and Top-Down Cues in a Comics Reading Task” by Henretty and McEneaney examines the bottom-up and top-down readings skills in comic texts, graphic novels, online materials, and video games. The authors use the medium of a 4-panel comic strip to examine how readers can make meaning of the words or images they see in the texts or reading materials they are exposed to. This study involved 80 participants (57 females and 23 males). All the participants were students from a mid-sized public university in Michigan. The authors hypothesized an interactive cognitive framework that involves both bottom-up constraints and top-down constraints imposed on the readers by universal narrative structures to help them determine the meaning of the reading. The study used cognitive and quantitative approaches to assess the meaning-making process of texts that include words and images. The study further used the cognitive theories of Cohn and McCloud theories to distinguish between the different meaning-making cues among readers. The study findings showed that bottom-up and top-down constraints significantly contribute to the different meaning-making and comprehension tasks among readers. 
Part 2: Reaction to the Article
Reading requires comprehension and understanding of the text or reading material. As a teacher, one’s responsibility is to ensure that learners master the reading and comprehension skills that can help them understand the words and images they see in the texts. The two teaching skills, bottom-up and top-down reading cues, are helpful in helping learners find and construct the right meaning of the words and images they see in their reading materials. Henretty and McEneaney, in their article, confirmed the significance of the two approaches. The bottom-up approach involves the teacher starting with small details about the reading materials, such as vocabulary words. On the other hand, the top-down approach involves beginning with the abstract concept or specific details about the reading material. Using McCloud and Cohn’s theories, Henretty and McEneaney tried to build an interactive and supportive reading approach that can help learners improve their comprehension skills and abilities. 
Many factors influence comprehension of the reading material. As Henretty and McEneaney explain, multimodal understanding of texts such as comics can be effectively achieved through an interactive process with the text. According to Henretty and McEneaney (2020), this interaction depends on how the reader makes use of the text and the reader’s expectations. Reading begins with the selection of the text, whether the teacher or the student selects the text. The selection of the text is dependent on certain goals and objectives. Achieving the objectives depends on understanding the meaning of the text. Reading expectations involve the ability to predict the content or scenes in the reading material. As Henretty and McEneaney (2020) explain, top-down and bottom-up approaches help learners achieve such reading expectations. 
Part 3: Reflection on Implementation
The top-down reading approach refers to when learners can use background information to make predictions about the meaning of language or content they are going to read. In this process, learners are taught to develop expectations about what they will read or see and confirm or reject those expectations when they read the text. According to Henretty and McEneaney (2020), the top-down reading approach is one of the best ways to help learners process language. Implementing this approach in the classroom is essential in helping learners understand the reading material. I will implement this approach in the classroom by encouraging my learners to try to make predictions about the reading material based on the title of the reading. Asking learners to look at the title of the title or images on the background of the reading material to try to predict what they expect to see or read about in the text will be implementing a top-down approach. As Henretty and McEneaney found in the study, the IIPR pattern was more predictable with the reader’s familiarity. Exposing learners to the text background is important in helping them familiarize themselves with the text. 
The bottom-up reading approach adopts a different way of helping learners achieve comprehension of the text than the top-down approach. In this approach, the teacher helps the learners acquire the opportunity to understand the basic language components. Unlike the top-down approach, where learners are exposed to the gist of the reading material, the bottom-up approach takes the opposite direction by exposing learners to the individual components of the reading material. This is the traditional and common reading cue that teachers use in classrooms. As such, it will be easy to apply. I will implement this skill in my classroom by encouraging learners to identify and note down the words or phrases they do not understand. After noting down the words or phrases, they can research the meaning of each word. I will also encourage them to use such words that they have learned about when speaking to ensure they don’t forget them. This method is effective in helping L2 (second language) learners understand and master a language by ensuring that they can convey the right message when speaking or writing. Therefore, I have to teach them how to configure the meaning and structure of the sentences or phrases they don’t understand because understanding the meaning is important when they use the words in writing or speaking. 
In summary, both bottom-up and top-down reading approaches are important in acquiring a language. These skills are also important in reading and comprehending a text. Each of them adopts a different approach, but when combined, they can help the learners master the meaning of the text. 
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